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Abstract: Interest in the 37-residue
human islet amyloid polypeptide
(hIAPP) is related to its ability to form
amyloid deposits in patients affected
by type II diabetes. Attempts to unrav-
el the molecular features of this disease
have indicated several regions of this
polypeptide to be responsible for
either the ability to form insoluble fi-
brils or the abnormal interaction with
membranes. To extend these studies to
peptides that enclose His18, whose ion-
ization state is believed to play a key
role in the aggregation of hIAPP, we
report on the synthesis of two peptides,
hIAPP17-29 and rIAPP17-29, encom-
passing the 17-29 sequences of human
and rat IAPP, respectively, as well as
on their conformational features in
water and in several membrane-mim-
icking environments as revealed by cir-
cular dichroism (CD) and 2D-NMR
studies. hTAPP17-29 adopts a [-sheet

structure in water and its solubility in-
creases at low pH. Anionic sodium do-
decyl sulfate (SDS) micelles promoted
the formation of an a-helical structure
in the peptide chain, which was poorly
influenced by pH variations. rfIAPP17-
29 was soluble and unstructured in all
the environments investigated, with a
negligible effect of pH. The membrane
interactions of hIAPP17-29 and
rIAPP17-29 were assessed by record-
ing differential scanning calorimetry
(DSC) measurements aimed at eluci-
dating the peptide-induced changes in
the thermotropic behaviour of zwitter-
ionic (DPPC) and negatively charged
(DPPC/DPPS 3:1) model membranes
(DPPC=1,2-dipalmitoyl-sn-glycero-3-

phosphocholine, DPPS =1,2-dipalmito-
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yl-sn-glycero-3-phosphoserine). Results
of DSC experiments demonstrated the
high potential of hIAPP17-29 to inter-
act with DPPC membranes. hIAPP17-
29 exhibited a negligible affinity for
negatively charged DPPC/DPPS model
membranes at neutral pH. On the
other hand, rIAPP17-29 did not inter-
act with neutral or negatively charged
membranes. The role played by His18
in the modulation of the biophysical
properties of this hIAPP region was as-
sessed by synthesising and studying the
R18HrIAPP17-29 peptide; the replace-
ment of a single Arg with a His residue
is not sufficient to induce either amy-
loidogenic propensity or membrane in-
teraction in this region. The results
show that the 17-29 domain of hIAPP
has many properties of the full-length
protein “in vitro” and this opens up
new perspectives for both research and
eventually therapy.

Introduction

Numerous neurodegenerative and systemic diseases have
been associated with aggregating proteins or peptides.!

1-3]

These protein aggregates, known as amyloids, have shown
significant toxicity “in vitro” and “in vivo”.*””) The forma-

tion of amyloid structures can be generated both from glob-

ular proteins that self assemble to form aggregates starting
from a folded state®! and from proteins or polypeptides that
lack a well-defined globular structure in their unaggregated
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state.’] Typical examples of this second group include AP
amyloid,"™' the proteolytic fragment that forms amyloid
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deposits in Alzheimer’s disease, and Amylin, also known as
islet amyloid polypeptide (IAPP). The IAPP polypeptide is
involved in the regulation of carbohydrate metabolism!'?
and is responsible for amyloid formation in type II diabe-
tes.*1l TAPP is composed of 37 amino-acid residues, con-
taining a disulfide bridge between residues 2 and 7 and an
amidated C terminus. Although in humans and a few other
mammals such as primates!'” and cats!"®! it might form amy-
loid deposits, associated with areas of pancreatic -cell dys-
function, in rats it does not form amyloid fibrils and it is not
cytotoxic."?) The human (hIAPP) and rat (rIAPP) sequen-
ces differ in only six out of 37 positions, five of which are lo-
cated between residues 20-29. rIAPP contains three proline
residues in this region at positions 25, 28 and 29, whereas
the human sequence has none (Scheme 1). Additional differ-
ences include the replacement of His18, Phe23 and Ile26 of
the human sequence with Arg, Leu and Val, respectively, in
rIAPP.

Human KCNTATCATQRLANFLVSSNNGLTNVGSNTY
Rat ~ KCNTATCATQRLANFLVRISSNNLIGPVILIPPTNVGSNTY
18 2% 2526 2829
Scheme 1. Primary sequences of human and rat amylin peptides. The six

residues that are different in human and rat amylin are indicated in
boxes.

Amyloidogenic hIAPP has been shown to be more toxic
to cells than non-amyloidogenic rat IAPP.?!l To explain this
different behaviour from a primary-structure perspective, at-
tention was focused initially on the region encompassing res-
idues 20-29. Some authors attributed to this region a key
role in amyloid formation and showed that a peptide frag-
ment corresponding to residues 20-29 of hIAPP was capable
of forming amyloids “in vitro”.”? A large number of var-
iants of the 20-29 fragment, including a systematic set of
proline-substituted ones, were investigated to identify the
key residues for amyloid formation in this system.*]
Other domains of IAPP have been studied and peptides en-
compassing residues 8-20, 10-19, 20-29, 30-37 and 8-37 of
hIAPP have been found to form amyloids.?>?! Although
the 20-29 segment is not the only amyloidogenic region of
hIAPP, it has been widely used as a model system for bio-
physical studies of amyloid formation.”*! Smaller peptides
derived from this domain also form amyloid; the peptide
containing the residues 22-27 (Asn-Phe-Gly-Ala-Ile-Leu or
NFGAIL) has been proposed as the minimal amyloid-form-
ing sequence of hIAPP/?! More recently, it has been report-
ed that although the three proline residues play a dominant
negative role in fibril formation, their presence is not suffi-
cient to completely prevent rIAPP forming fibrils, because
each one of the other three residues (i.e, Argl8, Leu23 and
Val26) also has a non-negligible effect in promoting IAPP
aggregation.®! Peptides derived from the 10-20 region of
hIAPP have been shown to accelerate fibrillogenesis of full-
length IAPP, supporting the conclusion that amyloidogenic
properties of hIAPP cannot be simply ascribed to the se-
quence of the 20-29 region.’>%! The observation that His18
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protonation might modulate aggregation of full-length
hIAPP is noteworthy™! and is consistent with a recently de-
scribed model of hIAPP fibrils,* in which individual pep-
tides form a planar S-shaped structure, involving residues 9-
37, that is characterised by the presence of three {3 strands
with His18 located in the turn between strands 1 and 2. The
supposedly parallel in-register stacking of these basic build-
ing blocks would bring His18 close in space in neighbouring
peptides. Such a structure would likely be strongly destabi-
lised by electrostatic repulsion upon protonation of His18.
However, it should be noted that the effect of histidine as a
major trigger of fibril formation was not confirmed by an-
other study in which hIAPP fibrillogenesis was found to be
independent of pH within the physiological range.®™ In ad-
dition, several studies suggest that the mechanism triggering
amyloid disease appears to be linked to an abnormal inter-
action between amyloidogenic proteins and lipid mem-
branes.*** The mode of interaction of such proteins and/or
their peptide fragments with membranes has not yet been
elucidated, although several hypotheses have been suggest-
ed: membranes have been implicated both as the targets of
toxicity, through membrane destabilization, as well as the
catalysts that facilitate protein aggregation.”**! More re-
cently, a common structural factor involved in protein-mis-
folding diseases has been proposed, based on the evidence
that various amyloid molecules form porelike structures and
elicit harmful ion-channel activity in cell membranes.*] This
hypothesis provides a molecular mechanism for amyloid
pathogenesis that is consistent with recent observations that
the polymerization of amyloid peptides is a stepwise process,
with early events leading to the formation of small oligo-
mers, followed by assembly into soluble protofibrils and
then insoluble fibrils.*) IAPP forms voltage-dependent ion-
selective pores in planar lipid bilayers,*” to mediate vesicle
aggregation and to induce leakage of lipid-vesicle contents
through a “porelike” mechanism.**" Finally, recent reports
show that membranes containing negatively charged lipids
accelerate the kinetics of IAPP fibrillization.’">?) However,
despite the growing body of evidence implicating membrane
interaction in IAPP toxicity, the molecular aspects of the in-
teraction with lipid membranes have not yet been character-
ised in detail.

To shed light on the role played by Hisl8, Pro28 and
Pro29 in modulating the structure and membrane activity of
IAPP, we investigated the conformation and the ability to
perturb model membranes of three newly synthesised pep-
tides encompassing residues 17-29 of the human IAPP
(hIAPP17-29), its rat analogue (rIAPP17-29) as well as a
rat derivative in which the Argl8 is replaced by a His
(R18HrIAPP17-29). Circular dichroism (CD) and NMR ex-
periments were carried out to study the effect of different
factors such as pH or different membrane-mimicking envi-
ronments on their conformational properties. Moreover, dif-
ferential scanning calorimetry (DSC) experiments were per-
formed to see if the synthesised peptides were able to
modify the thermotropic behaviour of zwitterionic (DPPC)
or negatively charged (DPPC/DPPS 3:1) model membranes
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(DPPC =1,2-dipalmitoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine,

DPPS =1,2-dipalmitoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphoserine). The
analysis of the DSC profiles of lipid/peptide systems were
validated by control experiments carried out in parallel on
the full-length proteins hIAPP and rIAPP and helped to
clarify not only the effects of the peptide on the physical
state of the membrane, but also the topological arrangement
of the peptide inserted into the lipid matrix. Furthermore,
DSC analysis of DPPC/hIAPP17-29 and DPPC/
R18HrIAPP17-29 systems titrated with increasing amounts
of copper(Il) ions, allowed us to establish whether the His18
residue binds copper(II) and, consequently, affects the lipid/
peptide interaction. This novel use of the His residue as a
copper(II)-sensitive “built-in probe” was helpful in assessing
the arrangement of the IAPP fragments with respect to the
host membrane.

Results

Structural characterization of the 17-29 IAPP domains in
different environments

Effect of pH on the conformation of hIAPP17-29,
rIAPP17-29 and R18HrIAPP17-29 in aqueous solutions:
Due to the poor solubility of hIAPP17-29 in water, clear
solutions of this peptide were obtained only at a concentra-
tion of 10~ moldm™. The far-UV CD spectra of the homo-
geneous solutions recorded at different pH values display in-
tense positive bands within the 200-210 nm region along
with negative ellipticity at 220-230 nm (Figure 1a). A neat
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Figure 1. CD spectra of a) hIAPP17-29 and b) rIAPP17-29 recorded in
H,O at different pH values (pHS5=0; pH6=e; pH7=2; pH8=a4;
pH9=0).
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decrease in the negative-band intensity was observed as the
pH value increased from 6.5 to 7.5; this pH interval indi-
cates that charge neutralisation of the imidazole side chain
may be mainly responsible for this effect. Such an effect was
accompanied by macroscopic changes in the sample solu-
tion, which became turbid. The shape of the CD curves is of
the class B type and is typical of B-sheet or f-turn conforma-
tions.” Furthermore, the lack of homogeneity between the
obtained spectral profiles provides evidence for the remark-
able tendency of hIAPP17-29 to aggregate. By contrast, CD
spectra obtained for rIAPP17-29 under the same experi-
mental conditions invariably showed negative ellipticity
below 200 nm regardless of the pH of the solution (Fig-
ure 1b), thus suggesting a random-coil structure.!
R18HrIAPP17-29 showed a conformational behaviour simi-
lar to rIAPP17-29 (CD spectra not shown). This finding
supports the hypothesis that the Pro residues of the rat se-
quence play a major role in preventing the self-assembly
and the consequent precipitation of the peptide.

HIAPP17-29 undergoes conformational transition in the
presence of trifluoroethanol (TFE): In a 50% TFE/water
mixture, the solubility of hIAPP17-29 moderately increases
and this makes it possible to obtain CD spectra at concen-
trations equal to 1x107* moldm~>. Under these experimen-
tal conditions the obtained CD spectra were characterised
by two negative signals at 204 and 220 nm and a positive
band at 193 nm, indicating the presence of a-helical confor-
mation. Notably, the negative band at 204 nm is wider than
that at 220 nm; this, together with the crossover wavelength
value (4,) observed at around 196 nm, suggests that the pep-
tide can adopt only a partial a-helical structure. In fact, in
the CD spectrum of hIAPP17-29 recorded in 100% TFE,
the two negative peaks have roughly the same intensity and
the A, value shifts to approximately 200 nm, as typically ob-
served for fully a-helical peptides (Figure2a).” Differently
from hIAPP17-29, the CD spectra of rIAPP17-29 in TFE
do not change, and are characteristic of a random-coil con-
formation (Figure 2b). Figure 2 also shows that pH changes
have negligible effects on the conformation of both pep-
tides.

Conformational features of hIAPP17-29 and rIAPP17-29
in the presence of SDS micelles: To investigate the confor-
mational features of hIAPP17-29 in a membrane-mimicking
environment, CD spectra were also recorded in the presence
of sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS). SDS has been extensively
used for structural investigations of membrane peptides as it
provides a hydrophobic environment that mimics either bio-
logical membranes or the interior of proteins.® Based on
the above, we recorded a series of CD spectra at different
SDS concentrations (below and above the critical micelle
concentration, CMC) to investigate any conformational
polymorphism that might occur in hIAPP17-29. The CD
measurements carried out in the presence of SDS (1x
107> moldm ) at different pH values invariably indicate the
presence of a B-sheet peptide conformation (see Figure 3a).
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Figure 2. CD spectra of a) hTAPP17-29 and b) rIAPP17-29 recorded in

50% TFE at different pH values. (pH5=0; pH6=e; pH7=4; pH 8=
A;pH9=10¢;100% TFE=m).

The spectral amplitude decreases as pH increases. In partic-
ular, no precipitate was detected over the pH range 4.7-6.1;
CD curves are unaffected by the pH increase. On the con-
trary, precipitation was detectable with the naked eye over
the pH range 6.5-8.5; CD curves collected within this pH
range show a decreased intensity. Spectral amplitude
changes at around pH 6.0, which is close to the pK value of
the imidazole residue of histidine; likely the neutralisation
of the histidine side chain may accelerate the aggregation
process of hIAPP17-29. On the other hand, CD spectra re-
corded in the presence of SDS micelles (1.7 x 10~ moldm™)
show two minima at 204 nm and 220 nm and a positive ellip-
ticity at 190 nm, which is consistent with a partial o-helical
structure in solution. In this latter case, however, both the
intensity and shape of the CD curves do not seem to be af-
fected by the pH change (Figure 3b). Unexpectedly, CD ex-
periments, performed by adding the same amount of
hIAPP17-29 dissolved in aqueous SDS (1.7 x 10" moldm™)
to a series of increasingly diluted SDS solutions, result in
spectral changes that are consistent with the conversion
from a predominant o-helical conformation to unstructured
peptide chains at SDS concentrations above and below the
CMC, respectively (Figure 3c).

This is likely due to the presence of preformed aggregates
in aqueous SDS solutions of 1x107°moldm™=. 1.7x
107" moldm™ SDS is expected to disaggregate the peptide
chains and cause the peptide to assume a helical structure.
Upon SDS dilution, the a-helix-stabilising effect, generated
by the hydrophobic micellar environment, becomes increas-
ingly weaker, thus causing the peptide chains to become un-
structured and to interact with one another. Perhaps the

Chem. Eur. J. 2007, 13, 10204 -10215
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Figure 3. CD spectra of hITAPP17-29 collected at different pH values in
the presence of a)1x10°moldm™® (pHS5=0; pHS5.5=e; pH6=2;
pH65=a; pH7.5=0; pH85=e) and b)1.7x107" moldm™ of SDS
(pH5=0; pH6=e; pH7=2; pH8: A; pH9=¢). ¢) CD spectra of
hIAPP17-29 recorded at pH 7.4 at different concentrations of SDS
(panel ¢, 1.7x10"'moldm™: o; 34x107?moldm™®: e; 1.7x
102 moldm>: A;3.4x 107 moldm: a; 1.7x 107 moldm: o).

structures observed at low SDS concentrations might repre-
sent the seed that preludes the subsequent aggregation pro-
cess. The observation of a decreased amplitude of the spec-
trum recorded at 1.7x 107> moldm™ SDS supports this hy-
pothesis. Again, analogous CD experiments carried out on
the rTIAPP17-29 show that neither 3.4x107> moldm™ nor
1.7x10"' moldm ™ SDS solutions were able to perturb the
CD profiles, which remained typical of an unstructured pep-
tide backbone (Figure 4a and b).

Electrostatic interactions are important determinants for the
hIAPP17-29 conformational polymorphism: The presence
of an a-helix structure in TFE or SDS micelles is in keeping
with a hydrophobic environment assisting both dissolution
and secondary-structure formation of the peptide chain.
Unlike TFE, however, SDS micelles have a neat negative
charge on their surface, indicating that the electrostatic
effect plays a role in the induction of a-helical structure. To
verify this hypothesis, CD experiments were carried out in
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the presence of uncharged micelles made up of a neutral de-
tergent (dodecyl-B-maltoside, DPM). None of the conforma-
tional changes observed in SDS are detected in DM. The
CD curves (Figure 5a) rather recall those observed in water;
in addition, the solution turns turbid at around pH 7, thus
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Figure 4. CD spectra of rIAPP17-29 recorded in a)3.4x107? moldm™
SDS or b) 1.7x10"" moldm™ SDS at different pH values. (pH 5=0;
pH6=e;pH7=2;pH8=4; pH9=0).
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Figure 5. a) CD spectra of hIAPP17-29 recorded in aqueous DM (1.7 x
107" moldm ) at different pH values. b) CD curves recorded at pH 4 by
titrating an aqueous solution of hIAPP17-29 in 1.7x 107" moldm™ DM

with increasing aliquots of a SDS solution of 1.7x 10~ moldm™.
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supporting the hypothesis of the presence of pre-assembled
B-sheet-rich peptides. The effect of charged micelles in as-
sisting the conformational transition toward the o helix was
demonstrated by titrating a pH-4 solution of hIAPP17-29 in
1.7x107" moldm™ of DBM, with increasing amounts of an
equimolar SDS solution with the same pH value. The CD
curves shown in Figure 5b clearly indicate a (3-sheet/a-helix
conformational transition resulting from the increasing SDS
concentration. Interestingly, once hIAPP17-29 interacts with
SDS micelles it cannot be taken back to its original (3-sheet
conformation (not shown).

Fibril formation: The thioflavine-T binding assay was used

to see whether or not ordered [3-sheet aggregates were pres-
ent in the aqueous solutions studied (Figure 6). TIAPP17-29
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Figure 6. ThT fluorescence profiles of rIAPP17-29 and hIAPP17-29 sam-
ples monitored at different pH values. THT: x; hIAPP17—29 at pH 4: m;
hIAPP17—29 at pH7.4: A; rIAPP17—29 at pH 4: v; rIAPP17—29 at
pH74: 0.

did not reveal the presence of amyloid structures at the two
pH values studied, as expected. The human peptide se-
quence shows a dependence on the pH that induces a slight
fluorescence enhancement of thioflavine-T at pH 4 over the
time monitored. Conversely, the peptide solution at pH 7.4
shows a sharp increase of thioflavine-T fluorescence, indicat-
ing the presence of amyloid-like structures.

NMR of hIAPP17-29 in SDS micelles: The solubility of
hIAPP17-29 in water was too low to permit a detailed
NMR study. However, NMR spectra could be collected in
the presence of SDS micelles, (‘H resonance assignments
are reported in the Supporting Information Table 1S). NMR
experiments were carried out with one millimolar sample at
pH 4.5. The COSY and TOCSY spectra facilitated the as-
signment of individual spin systems, whereas the sequence-
specific assignments were accomplished through analysis of
the NOE connectivities observed in the NOESY experi-
ments.”*¥ The presence of secondary structures was veri-
fied by examining the NOESY spectra for distinctive se-
quential and medium-range NOEs in addition to the analy-
sis of C,H secondary chemical shifts relative to random-coil

Chem. Eur. J. 2007, 13, 10204 -10215
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values (AOC,H = 6C,Hpeerved—0CoaHrandom con)-"® Although
the observation of a number of sequential dyy,+1) connec-
tivities implies that the peptide can adopt an a-helical struc-
ture, the presence of dy;41) and dgyg,41) contacts supports
the presence of extended peptide chains (Figure 7a and b).

VHSSNNFGALI LSS
Residue
b) Ac VHSS NNFGAILSS

daNg, i+1)
AN, i+1) —
NG i+9)” —_—
AN, 1) -
AINNG, i+1)

Figure 7. Chemical shifts and NOE connectivities of hIAPP17-29 in SDS
micelles. a) Comparison of C,H chemical-shift deviations from random-
coil values of residues (Adcqy) measured in 1.7x 107" moldm™ SDS at
27°C and pH4.5; the random-coil values were recorded elsewhere.[*]
b) Sequential and medium-range NOE connectivities observed in 1.7 x
107" moldm ™ SDS at 27°C and pH 4.5. The thickness of the lines reflects
the relative intensities of the NOE signals. *Could be also assigned to an
intra-residue d,y of the Ala25.

However, the majority of the AOC,H are negative and this
is compatible with the tendency of the peptide chain to fold
into an o-helical conformation. On the other hand, addition-
al inter-residue NOE contacts are detected and specifically
assigned as  follows: *Tlep-""SerNH, Benzyl-
(2,6)”Phe-*TleyCH; (or *“LeudCH;), °Asna—>TleyCH,,
¥Hisp—**IleyCH,. These unusual NOEs reflect a close prox-
imity of the involved side chains and may result from con-
formational flexibility of the peptide main chain or, more
significantly, from the interaction between different peptide
chains. As indicated by CD spectra, rIAPP17-29 does not
tend to undergo a random coil —a-helix transition. To better
check this aspect, NMR experiments were run in 9:1 H,O/
D,0. The structural information derived from the NMR ex-
periments is consistent with CD results: the extent of the
C,H chemical shifts was predictably not significant due to
conformational averaging.®™” Moreover, the 2D NMR spec-
tra do not show any inter-residue interactions that might in-
dicate a preferred secondary structure. Instead, the observa-
tion of sequential d,y or dsy NOE connectivities only to-
gether with intra-residue dipolar contacts are consistent with
an unstructured and flexible peptide backbone (see Support-
ing Information Table 2S and Figures 1S and 2S).
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Membrane perturbation induced by IAPP and related pep-
tide fragments

DSC of DPPC/hIAPP1-37 and DPPC/rIAPP1—37: The
DSC curves of DPPC/TIAPP (curve a) and DPPC/hIAPP
(curve b) prepared according to method A (see Experimen-
tal Section) are reported in Figure 8 and compared with the
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Figure 8. Heat-capacity profiles (c,) of MLVs of a) DPPC/rTTAPP1-37 and
b) DPPC/hIAPP1-37, obtained by preparing the lipid/peptide systems ac-
cording to method A reported in the Experimental Section. The DSC
profile of the pure DPPC (dotted line) is also reported for comparison.

DSC curve of pure DPPC multilamellar vesicles (MLV)
(dotted line). These results show that the thermally induced
transition of DPPC membranes is differently affected by the
presence of human and rat IAPP. In particular, when human
IAPP is inserted into the membrane, the DSC peak corre-
sponding to the thermally induced main transition of the
membrane broadens and shifts to lower temperatures (tran-
sition temperature T, =41.5°C) relative to the case with
pure DPPC. Moreover, the transition enthalpy decreases
from 36.0 to 28.2 kJmol™". The perturbation of the mem-
brane induced by the rat derivative is less severe: T}, is shift-
ed to 41.7°C and AH decreases from 36.0 to 35.8 kJmol .

Though DSC as a tool to investigate the peptide-induced
perturbation of lipid bilayers was described elsewhere, ™! we
would like to recall that heat-capacity (c,) changes concern-
ing the main transition of lipid/peptide systems may help to
clarify not only the effects of the presence of the peptide on
the physical state of the membrane, but also the topological
arrangement of the peptide inserted into a lipid matrix. In
fact, the enthalpy change observed during the lipid main
transition is mainly ascribable to the packing efficiency of
the hydrocarbon tails.””l The peptide-induced decrease of
the transition enthalpy of the bilayer may thus be related to
the extent of the interaction between guest molecules and
the core of lipid membranes. Moreover, T, is more sensitive
to interactions involving the lipid head groups, and increases
when the membrane surface is involved in the interaction
with the guest peptide.®® Our results for full-length
hIAPP and rIAPP are in agreement with previous literature
data and support the potential of DSC as an effective tool
in the investigation of IAPP-induced lipid membrane pertur-
bation.*”!
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In this context, the three IAPP derivatives encompassing
residues 17-29 were incorporated into DPPC vesicles and
studied by DSC.

Effects of incorporation of hIAPP17-29, rIAPP17-29 and
R18HrIAPP17-29 peptides into DPPC vesicles: Figure 9
shows the DSC curves obtained for DPPC/hIAPP17-29
(curve a), DPPC/IAPP17-29 (curve b) and DPPC/
R18HrIAPP17-29 (curve c) prepared according to method
A described in the Experimental Section. The thermally in-
duced transition of DPPC is differently affected by the three
peptides. In particular, when the hIAPP17-29 peptide is in-
serted into the membrane, the AH associated to the DSC
peak decreases from 36 to 24 kJmol ™.

T/°C

Figure 9. Heat-capacity profiles (c,) of MLVs of a) DPPC/hIAPP17-29,
b) DPPC/rTIAPP17-29, and ¢) DPPC/R18HrIAPP17-29 obtained under
the experimental conditions reported in the text. The DSC profile of the
pure DPPC (dotted line) is also reported for comparison.

Moreover, the DSC analysis of DPPC/hIAPP17-29 sys-
tems having a peptide/lipid ratio of 1:20 shows a decrease in
the transition enthalpy of the membrane proportional to the
amount of peptide added (see Table 1).

Table 1. Calorimetric parameters [AH in kJmol '] and temperatures [T},
in °C].1

System Peptide/lipid ratio AH T

DPPC - 36.4 (1.6) 419 (0.1)
DPPC/hIAPP 1:50 282 (1.5) 415(0.1)
DPPC/rIAPP 1:50 358 (1.4) 41.7(0.1)
DPPC/hIAPP17-29 1:20 243 (13) 41.8(0.1)
DPPC/hIAPP17-29 1:10 26.1(12) 41.8(0.1)
DPPC/rIAPP17-29 1:10 354 (1.5) 419 (0.1)
DPPC/R18HrIAPP17-29 1:10 36.0 (1.6)  42.1(0.1)

[a] Values relative to the main transition of different peptide/lipid bilayer
systems prepared according to method A reported in the Experimental
Section. Experimental values are reported as mean of three repeated ex-
periments. Standard deviation is reported in parentheses.

This shows that the perturbation of the DPPC membrane
induced by hIAPP17-29 depends on the concentration of
the guest peptide. On the contrary, the close similarity of
the DSC curves concerning the transitions of pure DPPC
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and DPPC/rTAPP17-29 indicates that this peptide does not
interact with the membrane. DSC experiments were also
carried out on DPPC/R18HrIAPP17-29 to shed light on the
role played by His18 in the interaction with the membrane.
The interaction of the R18HrIAPP17-29 peptide with the
membrane is quite negligible and is associated with both a
slight shift of 7}, towards higher temperatures and a negligi-
ble change in the transition enthalpy. All the calorimetric
parameters are listed in Table 1.

Effect of copper(Il) on peptide/DPPC systems: His is
known to be an anchoring site for copper(Il) in proteins,
due to the high affinity of the imidazole nitrogen for this
metal ion. Moreover, His residues are not hydrophobic and
thus, in membrane-active peptides, they usually do not inter-
act with the hydrocarbon interior of the lipid bilayer. In-
stead, they are generally located on the hydrophilic surface
of the membrane and may contribute to controlling the in-
teraction of the peptide with the membrane. If His residues
are exposed to the solvent, they might bind copper(II) ions
and consequently modify their conformation and/or ability
to interact with the membranes. Based on these considera-
tions, the His18 residue may be considered as an effective
“built-in probe” to monitor the position of IAPP fragments
in model membranes.

The DPPC/peptide systems were titrated with copper(Il);
these DSC experiments provide information about the cop-
per(IT)-induced changes in the thermotropic behaviour of
the lipid/peptide systems, and consequently, also about the
position of His residues and the topology of the lipid/pep-
tide system. The addition of copper(II) produces a remark-
able effect (see Figure 10) only when R18HrIAPP17-29 is

cp/ kd mol™ °C™

40 4.1 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.5
T/°C

Figure 10. Heat-capacity profiles (c,) of MLVs of 10:1 DPPC/
R18HrIAPP17-29 (—), 10:1:1 DPPClcopper(I1I)/TIAPP17-29 (-—-),
10:2:1 DPPC/copper(I1)/rfTAPP17-29 (++-+). c, profiles of 10:3:1, 10:4:1,
10:5:1 and 10:6:1 DPPC/copper(II)/R18HrIAPP17-29 systems obtained
under the experimental conditions reported in the text were indistin-
guishable from the 10:1:1 and 10:2:1 systems and were not reported.

inserted in the membrane (prepared according to method
A, peptide/copper(IT) molar ratio 1:1, 1:2, 1:3, 1:4, 1:5, 1:6).
In particular, at a copper(Il) concentration of 3x
10> moldm™ (i.e., peptide/copper(II) molar ratio 1:1) the
DSC peak broadens and shifts towards lower temperatures.
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Moreover, the transition enthalpy decreases and this indi-
cates a deeper penetration of the peptide into the hydropho-
bic region of the bilayer. All DSC curves have the same pro-
file over the range of copper(Il)/peptide molar ratios 1:2—
1:6. Control experiments were carried out on pure DPPC
large unilamellar vesicles (LUV)/copper(II) samples with in-
creasing copper(Il) concentrations: copper(Il) addition did
not produce any effect when added to DPPC/hIAPP17-29
systems regardless of the preparation method adopted. This
indicates that R1ISHrIAPP17-29 is not deeply inserted into
the membrane and its interaction with the membrane takes
place mainly at the surface of the bilayer. As a consequence,
the Hisl8 residue is exposed to the solvent and can bind
copper(II) with a 1:1 stoichiometry (see Figure 10), thus af-
fecting the ability of these peptides to interact with DPPC
vesicles and to modify their DSC response. On the contrary,
the interaction of hIAPP17-29 with DPPC probably buries
the His18 residue more deeply in the interior of the model
membrane and prevents any interaction with copper(II)
ions.

Effects of addition of hIAPP17-29, rIAPP17-29 to the ex-
ternal surface of zwitterionic DPPC and negatively charged
DPPC/DPPS vesicles: To fully describe the different abili-
ties of the hIAPP17-29 and
rTAPP17-29 to interact with

FULL PAPER
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Figure 11. Heat-capacity profiles (c,) of LUVs of pure DPPC (—), of
the first (-—-) and second (+-++) heating of 10:1 DPPC/hIAPP17-29 sys-
tems obtained under the experimental conditions reported in the text.
The DSC profiles of the third and fourth heating were indistinguishable
from the second scan and were not reported.

brane, which is known to be more fluid. The second heating
of the lipid/peptide sample (dotted line) evidences a de-
crease in both 7,, and AH. This indicates that hTAPP17-29
may penetrate more deeply into the membrane when it is in
a liquid-crystalline state. Notably, after four repeated heat-
ing-cooling cycles (see Table 2) the calorimetric parameters

Table 2. Calorimetric parameters [AH in kI mol~'] and temperatures [T, in °C].1*!

model membranes, their inter-

. . . System I heating II heating IIT heating IV heating
actlo.ns. Wlt.h the external s1de.0f T AH T AH T AH T, AH
the lipid bilayer needs to be in-

. d L i m DPPC 41.6 31.7 41.4 29.5 41.4 29.5 414 29.5
vestigated. Large untlamellar on @h o) @) Ol @) 01 (21
vesicles (LUVS) are the most pPPC/HIAPP17-29 41.8 27.3 41.5 24.2 41.5 249 41.5 24.9
suitable models for these inves- (0.1) (2.1) (0.1) (2.0) (0.1) (2.0) (0.1) (2.0)
tigations: they are stable, unila- DPPC/IAPP17-29 417 29.6 414 28.0 41.4 27.0 414 26.4

o (0.1) 22) (0.1) (2.2) (0.1) (2.2) (0.1) 22)

mellar, and have a high surface/  1,pp - pyppg 54 238 254 425 292 04 288 45 27.9
weight ratio. To assess the po- 0.1) 1) 0.1) 2.0) 0.1) (1.8) 0.1) (1.9)
tential of a peptide to interact DPPC/DPPS/hIAPP17- 42.5 26.2 24 234 424 249 424 23.8
with the membrane surface, the 29 (0.1) (2.0) 0.1) 2.1 (0.1) (21) (0.1) 2.1
thermotropic behaviour of DPPC/DPPS/TTIAPP17- 42.6 27.1 42.5 24.0 42.5 25.0 42.5 24.0
29 (0.1) 22) (0.1) @1 (0.1) 2.1) (0.1) @.1)

LUVs after incubation with the
peptide may be conveniently
studied. The potential of
hIAPP17-29 to interact with
the neutral surface of DPPC
LUVs was investigated by ana-
lysing the DSC curves of the lipid/peptide systems prepared
according to method B (see Experimental Section). The
DSC curves of DPPC LUVs after incubation with
hIAPP17-29 in a lipid/peptide ratio of 10:1 are reported in
Figure 11.

The dashed curve reported in Figure 11 represents the
DSC curve obtained after the first heating of the sample.
These DSC curves are descriptive of the interaction of the
peptide with the membrane in the gel state. In this case
hIAPP17-29 induces an increase in the 7, and only a slight
decrease in AH; this suggests an interaction occurring
mainly at the surface of the membrane. After the first heat-
ing, the peptide interacts with the liquid-crystalline mem-
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[a] Values relative to the main transition of different peptide/lipid bilayer systems prepared according to
method B reported in the Experimental Section. Membranes were always prepared as LUVs. The calorimetric
parameters relative to repeated heating cycles (I-IV) are reported. Experimental values are reported as mean
of three repeated experiments. Standard deviation is reported in parentheses.

of the lipid/peptide sample reach equilibrium values compa-
rable to those obtained for the lipid dispersions in which the
peptide was incorporated into the membrane (see Table 1).

The calorimetric parameters for LUVs of DPPC after in-
cubation with rIAPP17-29 are also reported in Table 2.
These data show that this fragment is not able to interact
with the external surface of the DPPC membrane. DPPC/
DPPS 3:1 LUVs were also prepared and incubated with
hIAPP17-29 and rIAPP17-29, to investigate the potential
role of electrostatic effects in enhancing the affinity of
hIAPP17-29 for membranes. To ensure the complete mixing
of DPPC and DPPS, several heating/cooling cycles of the
membranes were carried out until a complete equilibrium
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was reached and the DSC curves, as well as their relative
calorimetric parameters, remained unchanged after repeated
cycles (Table 2); the 3:1 DPPC/DPPS LUVs, that did not
change after four heating/cooling cycles, were incubated
with hIAPP17-29 or with rTAPP17-29 (Table 2). In this
case, the two peptides exhibit an almost negligible interac-
tion with the membrane. We also carried out a series of CD
experiments in the presence of DPPC (Figure 12a) or, alter-
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Figure 12. CD spectra of hIAPP17-29 recorded in SUVs of a) DPPC at
T=25°C (o) and T=45°C (o) and b) DPPC/DPPS 3:1 at T=25°C (e)

and T=65°C (0). The experimental conditions chosen to obtain an opti-

mal signal to noise ratio are: peptide concentration=2x10">moldm>,

pH 7.01, lipid/peptide molar ratio 10:1.

natively, 3:1 DPPS:DPPC small unilamellar vesicles (SUVs)
(Figure 12b) to establish which conformer of hIAPP17-29
interacts with the lipid bilayer. Results typical of B-sheet
conformations were obtained in both cases supporting the
hypothesis that only pre-assembled [B-sheet oligomers can
interact with lipid bilayers. The physical state of the mem-
brane (gel or liquid crystal) is not crucial for the conforma-
tional features of hIJAPP17—29, as evidenced by the similar-
ity of hIAPP17-29/DPPC and hIAPP17-29/DPPC/DPPS
CD curves obtained at temperatures below and above the
main transition of the lipid bilayer (Figure 12). However, it
should be pointed out that only in the case of DPPC may
the peptide interact with the membrane. On the contrary, in
the presence of 30% of DPPS the peptide does not interact
with the membrane and rapidly precipitates, probably owing
to the higher rigidity of the lipid matrix and to the higher
aggregation kinetics promoted by the negative charges.
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Discussion

As anticipated, the present work intended to establish
whether the hIAPP17-29 fragment can reproduce some of
the key properties of the full-length protein, in terms of con-
formational behaviour and membrane interaction. To this
end, the conformational properties of two short peptide
fragments encompassing residues 17-29 of human or rat
IAPP were investigated by means of CD and NMR spec-
troscopy. The 17-29 region is important because it possess-
es: 1)the minimum amyloidogenic sequence 23-27
(NFGAIL) found in the human sequence, 2) positions 28-29
in which two prolines of the rat sequence replace two ser-
ines in the human one; 3) position 18 at which arginine in
the rat sequence is replaced by a histidine in the human se-
quence. The conformational features of these IAPP frag-
ments were explored in water and in different membrane-
mimicking environments. The results on the whole confirm
that hIAPP17-29 exhibits a conformational polymorphism
that depends on the environment, in contrast to rIAPP17-29
that is unstructured in all the experimental conditions em-
ployed. hIAPP17-29 shows an extensive [-sheet conforma-
tion with a remarkable tendency to self aggregate in aque-
ous and in diluted SDS solutions, whereas it partially as-
sumes an o-helical conformation in 50 % TFE and in an en-
vironment (SDS micelles) that mimics the surface of nega-
tively charged membranes. Such a conformational behaviour
strongly resembles that exhibited by the full-length IAPP
under similar experimental conditions. Furthermore, our
conformational studies are in good accord with previously
reported secondary-structure predictions that indicated a re-
markable tendency of the full-length hIAPP to form f
strands in the 25-29 amino acid region.”*! However, the
majority of predictions for rIAPP show no evidence of sub-
stantial secondary structure in the 17-29 region in which all
of the amino-acid substitutions occur.”! In this regard, our
CD studies carried out on R1S8HrIAPP17-29 also show that
the replacement of an Arg with a His residue in position 18
does not induce any (-sheet and/or self-association propen-
sity in the rat sequence.

Concerning the NMR study, Mascioni et al. investigated a
closely related peptide (hIAPP20-29) and reported that,
due to the interaction with negatively charged SDS micelles,
the dominant conformation of this peptide is a distorted
type 1 3 turn centred on the Phe and Gly residues with Phe,
Ala and Ile forming a small hydrophobic cluster that is ori-
ented toward the hydrocarbon region of the micelles with
both N and C termini exposed to the solvent." These dif-
ferent conclusions may result from a series of factors. First,
a peptide fragment with uncapped N and C termini was
used in the above-mentioned study; consequently, the pres-
ence of additional charges at both termini might affect the
peptide binding to the negatively charged SDS micelles.
Moreover, the lack of both N- and C-terminal charges and
the presence of the histidine residue in our model might
cause a different folding of the peptide chain in the presence
of SDS micelles. Unfortunately, Mascioni et al. did not
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report a parallel CD study performed in the presence of
SDS. The presence of the His residue generates a pH-depen-
dent tendency of hIAPP17-29 to self aggregate, as evi-
denced by CD and thioflavin-T fluorescence results. In addi-
tion, in this case the hTAPP17-29 behaves similarly to the
parent full-length protein. In fact, the ionisation state of
His18 significantly affects the rate of assembly and the mor-
phology of the aggregates formed by full-length hIAPP, as
previously demonstrated by other studies.™ In particular,
the slower rate of fibrillogenesis observed when the His resi-
due is protonated correlates well with the higher solubility
of hIAPP at low pH and is ascribed to increased charge—
charge repulsions that should also hamper initial oligomeri-
sation. This pH-sensitive conformational polymorphism of
hIAPP may have relevant consequences in a biological con-
text. Mature hIAPP is normally stored in the (-cell granules
of the pancreas at a pH of 5.5 and is released into the cyto-
plasmic compartment that has a pH of 7.4. The lower pH of
the granule is believed to reduce irreversible aggregation of
hIAPP. However, other factors might be involved in control-
ling amyloidogenesis because hIAPP does not form amyloid
in non-diabetic individuals. In this context, it is likely that
His18 plays a role in the aggregation of the peptide, but its
effect might be masked depending on orientation and depth
of penetration of hIAPP in the interior of the membrane.
The DSC analysis of the different lipid/model membrane
systems provides an indication concerning the role played
by the single residues in the interaction with the membrane.
In particular, we have demonstrated the high potential of
hIAPP17-29 to interact and perturb DPPC model mem-
branes; based on the negligible interaction of the rat deriva-
tive with DPPC, the different membrane activity may result
from both the presence of the hydrophobic residue (Phe) in
the human sequence and the geometrical hindrance caused
by the two prolines in the rat peptide. The titrations of
DPPC/hIAPP17-29 systems with copper(II) show that His18
is normally not available to the solvent and the peptide is
deeply embedded into the membrane. On the contrary, a
control experiment demonstrated that the peptide
R18HrIAPP17-29 interacts with DPPC membranes mainly
at the water-bilayer interface, thus allowing His to interact
with copper(II). Finally, we observed a negligible interaction
of hIAPP17-29 with negatively charged DPPC/DPPS mem-
branes. This finding is in contrast to a previous study that
suggested that membranes containing phosphatidyl-serine
(PS) lipids may promote o. helix—f} sheet conversion as well
as aggregation in full-length hIAPPF? According to that
paper, the increased local concentration of the peptide at
the negatively charged membrane surface, coupled with the
anisotropic properties of the membrane, would facilitate the
interaction of membrane-bound peptides leading to the for-
mation of oligomeric membrane-active [(3-sheet aggregates.
Perhaps our different conclusions result from the poor solu-
bility of hIAPP17—29, due to its high propensity to self as-
semble into amyloid-like structures. It is likely that the pres-
ence of negatively charged DPPS membrane surfaces even
enhances the aggregation rate of this fragment, which
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promptly self assembles into large aggregates, ruling out any
chance to form smaller oligomeric membrane-active struc-
tures. This is in accordance with the current view that
mature fibrils are inert.

In conclusion, we provide evidence that small model pep-
tides encompassing residues 17-29 are able to reproduce
both the membrane affinity and the conformational behav-
iour of the full-length IAPP and demonstrate the role
played by single residues in determining their properties.

Experimental Section

Materials: Peptide-coupling reagents and peptide-synthesis resins were
purchased from Applied Biosystems. Amino acids were purchased form
NovaBiochem. 1,2-Dipalmitoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine (DPPC) and
1,2-dipalmitoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphoserine (DPPS) were obtained from
Fluka. All inorganic salts for phosphate-buffer preparation were pur-
chased from SIGMA. All protected amino-acid derivatives were obtained
from Novabiochem (Switzerland). All other chemicals were of the high-
est-available grade and were used without further purification.

Solid-phase peptide synthesis: The 9-fluorenylmethyloxycarbonyl
(Fmoc)-amino-acid side-chain protection was selected as follows: fert-
butyl, rBut (Ser); trityl, Trt (Asn, His); Pbf (Arg). Generally, the peptide
chains were assembled on a polyethylene glycol-polystyrene resin (PAL-
PEG-PS) (with a substitution level of 0.22 mequivg™') by using an Ap-
plied Biosystems Pioneer peptide synthesiser. All residues were intro-
duced according to the HATU/DIEA activation method. A four-fold
amino-acid excess was used for each coupling cycle. N-terminal acetyla-
tion of peptide chains was performed by treating the fully assembled and
protected peptide resins (after removal of the N-terminal Fmoc group)
with a solution containing acetic anhydride (6% v/v) and DIEA (5% v/
v) in DMF. A mixture of trifluoroacetic acid (TFA)/H,O/triisopropylsi-
lane (TIS) (95:2.5:2.5 v/v/v) was used for the deprotection and resin
cleavage of the peptides. The crude peptides were precipitated with cold
diethyl ether and then lyophilised. Purification of the peptides was car-
ried out by preparative RP-HPLC using a Vydac C-18 column (250x
22 mm, 300 A pore size, 10-15 um particles) with a linear gradient of ace-
tonitrile/water containing 0.1 % TFA (from 15 to 40% acetonitrile, flow
rate 10 mLmin'). The identity and purity of the peptides were con-
firmed by electrospray ionisation mass spectrometry (ESI-MS) and ana-
lytical RP-HPLC, respectively. ESI-MS: hIAPP17—29: m/z: calcd for
CsoHy, N3O,y [M+H]*: 1372.67; found: 1373.5; rIAPP17—29: m/z: caled
for CoiH,3NyOy5 [M+H]*: 1389.77; found: 1390.5; R18HrIAPP17—29:
mlz: caled for CqHogN sOy5 [M+H]™: 1371.36; found: 1372.20.

Circular dichroism (CD) spectra: The CD spectra were obtained at 300 K
under a constant flow of N, by using a Jasco J-810 spectropolarimeter
that had been calibrated with an aqueous solution of (1R)-(—)-10-cam-
phorsulfonic acid, ammonium salt.”"! Experimental measurements were
conducted under varying experimental conditions, such as different pH,
different percentages of aqueous TFE, SDS concentrations and lipid
membranes. The CD spectra were recorded in the UV region (190
260 nm) by using a 1-mm-pathlength cuvette with peptide concentrations
of 1.0x107° moldm>. The spectra represent the average of 8-20 scans.
CD intensities are expressed as mean residue ellipticity [6]
(deg cm®dmol™).

Thioflavin-T-assay: Fluorescence was monitored as a function of time in
a 1.0-cm-pathlength quartz cuvette by using a Spex Fluorolog-2 (mod. F-
111) spectrofluorimeter. Two identical stock solutions of the hIAPP17-29
or rIAPP17-29 were prepared by dissolving 5 mg per mL of the peptide
fragments in 100% hexafluoroisopropanol (HFIP). Experiments were
performed by diluting 25 uL of peptide stock into 225mL of 5x
102 moldm™ citrate/phosphate buffer, pH 7.40 or pH 4.00 containing
thioflavine-T (ThT). Final solutions were 3.76x 10~ moldm ThT and
contained 3.6x10™° moldm™ (0.002 mg per mL) peptide in 1% HFIP.
All buffer solutions were filtered by using a 0.2 pm filter. The measure-
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ments were carried out by using, as a control, the time dependence of the
fluorescence of thioflavine-T solutions without the peptide at both pH
values. The sample mixtures were monitored over a 30-min period at an
excitation wavelength of 442 nm and the emission was 485 nm. Both exci-
tation and emission bandwidths were set to 2 nm.["!

NMR spectroscopy: All NMR spectra were acquired at 27°C by using a
Varian INOVA Unity-plus spectrometer operating at 499.884 MHz.
Lyophilised samples of 1x10~* moldm~ concentration were dissolved in
1.7x10"" moldm™ SDS ;s in 90:10 H,0/D,0 (hIAPP17-29) or 90:10
H,0/D,0O (rIAPP17-29). Trimethylsilylpropionic acid (TSP) was used as
an internal standard. The pH of the solution was adjusted to pH 5.5 by
adding the appropriate acid or base solution. The electrode-measured pH
value was uncorrected for the isotope effect. 1D spectra were generally
acquired with 32K data points over a spectral width of 6000 Hz. 2D ex-
periments were typically acquired with 2048 data points in the ¢, dimen-
sion and 512 ¢, increments. Water saturation was achieved by low-power
irradiation during the relaxation delay. TOCSY spectra were acquired
with a spin locking field of 7kHz at a mixing time of 80 ms. ROESY
spectra were run by using a 2-kHz spin-locking field at a mixing time of
300 ms. Mixing times of 150 and 250 ms were used in the NOESY experi-
ments.

Preparation of model membranes: Model membranes were prepared as
described elsewhere.”!! Briefly, solutions of pure phospholipids in CHClI,
were dried under a nitrogen flow and evaporated under high vacuum to
dryness in round-bottomed flasks. The resulting lipid film on the wall of
the flask was hydrated with an appropriate volume of 1x 107> moldm™>
phosphate buffer and dispersed by vigorous stirring in a water bath set at
4°C above the transition gel—liquid—crystals temperature of the mem-
brane. The final concentration of the lipid was 2 mgmL~". To obtain
large unilamellar vesicles (LUVs), the multilamellar vesicles (MLVs) so
obtained were extruded through polycarbonate filters (pore size=
100 nm) (Nuclepore, Pleasanton, CA) mounted in a mini-extruder (Aves-
tin Inc.) fitted with two 0.5-mL Hamilton gastight syringes (Hamilton,
Reno, NV). Usually, we subjected samples to 19 passes through two fil-
ters in tandem. Small unilamellar vesicles (SUV) were prepared by soni-
cation of MLVs and were used for CD experiments in order to decrease
scattering phenomena. Typically, 1-mL volumes were sonicated for
45 min above the respective transition temperatures (7,,) of the phospho-
lipids with a 90% duty cycle. Sonicated vesicles were rapidly cooled to
RT and were used within 45 min to prevent coalescence.

Incorporation of peptide fragments in model membranes: Two different
protocols were applied to prepare mixed lipid/peptide bilayers: A) the
peptide fragment was initially dissolved in the same organic solution
(CHCl;) of the phospholipid and subsequently, the lipid film was hydrat-
ed and extruded/sonicated according to the above-described procedure;
B) a proper amount of peptide was added to previously prepared DPPC
or 3:1 DPPC/DPPS (LUVs or SUVs) suspensions, vortexed for 15 min
and immediately analysed. The peptide/lipid ratio was kept fixed at 1:10
in all the experiments. The full-length human and rat IAPP peptides
(hIAPP and rIAPP) were incorporated into DPPC model membranes ac-
cording to method A; the molar ratio peptide/lipid was decreased down
to 1:50 because of the higher molecular weight of the entire IAPP pep-
tides.

Differential scanning calorimetry: DSC scans were carried out by using a
second-generation high-sensitivity SETARAM micro differential scan-
ning calorimeter (microDSC II) with 1-mL stainless-steel sample cells, in-
terfaced with a BULL 200 Micral computer. The sampling rate was one
point/second in all measuring ranges. The buffer solution without the
sample was used in the reference cell. Both the sample and reference
were heated with a precision of 0.05°C at a scanning rate of 0.5°Cmin~".
To obtain the excess heat capacity (cpex)) curves, buffer-buffer baselines
were recorded at the same scanning rate and then subtracted from the
sample curve. Calibration in energy was obtained by giving a definite
power supply, electrically generated by an EJ2 SETARAM Joule calibra-
tor within the sample cell. To check the reproducibility of the results,
three different samples were analysed. All DSC experiments were re-
peated after 24 and 48 h, but kinetic effects were never evidenced.
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